Synchronous pancreatic adenocarcinoma and intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma arising in the context of intraductal papillary neoplasms.
Field cancerization theory provides rationale for the development of multiple pancreatic ductal and biliary lesions in a single patient through the development and accumulation of multiple genetic changes. Genetic alterations result in the development of precursor lesions including intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms of the pancreas (IPMN), intraductal papillary neoplasm of the bile duct (IPN-B), and their malignant counterparts, pancreatic adenocarcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma. Although IPMN are frequently encountered, IPN-B are uncommon and the synchronous occurrence of both lesions is rare. We present a case of synchronous pancreatic adenocarcinoma and intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma with histopathologic evidence of underlying precursor lesions, IPMN-P and IPN-B.